Cypress Bay High School Business Department

Computing for College and Careers
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	Students are ENCOURAGED to maintain a free e-mail account with adequate storage space, such as gmail (2.7 GB), yahoo (1 GB), or msn / hotmail (250 MB, delayed). Accounts will be created for students who do not yet have one.
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	Students are ENCOURAGED to purchase and use a USB key (also called a flash disk, or JumpDrive) for keeping copies of their work. USB keys (128 MB capacity) are available for purchase through the BPA.
If you choose to get a USB key elsewhere, the SanDisk brand is recommended (but other brands also work well). Make sure you get a capacity of at least 128 MB. These can be bought at BestBuy, Circuit City, OfficeMax, Office Depot, and CompUSA.
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	Students are strongly ENCOURAGED to join Cypress Bay’s chapter of the BPA, the Business Professionals of America. The BPA provides students the opportunity to prepare for the business world, compete with their peers locally, statewide, and nationally, and receive recognition for their accomplishments in business-related courses.

Why Join the BPA? (see http://www.bpa.org)

Gain real-life skills, qualify for scholarships, make connections to the business world, hold office (looks great on your resume), participate in democratic elections, get published in COMMUNIQUE (a national magazine), earn awards and recognition, participate in competitions, become active in community service, meet people with similar interests, participate in conferences and workshops on regional, state, and national levels, experience leadership development and team building techniques, experience personal and professional growth.

Dues are $35 and are due by August 28, 2006. Payment may be in cash or by check (made payable to Cypress Bay BPA). The BPA is co-curricular with business classes at Cypress Bay; participation in co-curricular activity is required of all business students. Students who choose not to join the BPA will be provided with alternative assignments to complete.
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