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Short skirts

The Speech

Rule #1

When I'm talking, you need to stop talking. Simple.
Similarly, we need to be able to hear announcements -- some students couldn’t hear some announcements last year, and missed buses, etc. When announcements come on, talking should stop. If they can't be heard, we can always have a test on the announcements later, which will count toward your final grade. I’ve done it before, and I’ll do it again if needed.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

the rumors are true – this class can be fun and interesting and you get to do cool things.
the other rumors are also true – I am a pain in the butt. Why? Because I insist you actually learn some things in here.

lighting – dim, not dark – can make it brighter, but most people like it this way.
be careful around the projectors and the cords – the projectors alone cost more than my car. Each.
projection location vs. student location – students sitting furthest away have often been A students, so location has little to do with it. But if you have any need to sit closer (eyesight), just say so, and we’ll rearrange things.
Memorize your student number – your account password will be based on it, and you’ll need to know it every day.
Important forms are available in Spanish if you prefer. I don’t speak Spanish.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Every teacher has hang-ups. Here are some of mine:

Gum, candy, breath mints, food, drink -- not allowed. No exceptions. Detention every time, or worse. I don't care what you’re allowed to do in other labs -- this is my lab. I’m not flexible about this. Stand at the door, finish your drinks, spit out your gum before getting near the computers. But don’t be late to your seats.
Don’t come in between classes, and ask me if you can go to the bathroom. “The only thing I’m interested in is can you be back in your seat before the bell rings?” In other words, you coming up and asking me is the same as you saying “I’m here, so don’t count me late. I’m just going to go to the bathroom now, and I’ll try to be back as soon as I can.” No. Be here on time. That’s all I want to know about.
Your math teacher and your history teacher don’t like gum and food because they’re a distraction. If this was a math or history class, I probably wouldn’t care a whole lot. But it’s not. It’s a computer class, and food and drink and computers don’t mix. Some other teachers allow you to have drinks and eat next to the computers in their labs. I don’t care. This is my lab, and eating, chewing gum, and drinking are just not allowed in here.
rules vs. pet peeves -- dump detentions

story of two seniors, who thought they were going to graduate, who just didn’t do the work and couldn’t follow the rules. They did not graduate.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Good news

advised to take notes, but no binder checks. unlike other teachers, including computer teachers.
When taking notes was suggested, "This is a computer class. We shouldn't HAVE to take notes!"

You need to be prepared, every day, to take notes as needed. How often? That's up to you. But don’t ask me to tell you how to do something that we already covered in class and have already taken a test on. You are responsible for the material covered in this class.

you can take your notes on paper or by typing notes in a text file. I don’t care. But be sure you can keep your text files – USB keys and FTP.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

More good news
little or no homework – what if you have no computer at home? Or if it’s not working?

liberal bathroom policy

no business dress

no final exam (but there is one really tough mid-term, in addition to the weekly tests)
don't abuse these privileges -- don't go get a soda when you ask to go to the bathroom, don't ask for bathroom breaks every day, don't ask to go to the bathroom during the first or last few minutes of class, don't stand around in the hall, talking, before or after you actually go into the bathroom. I don’t tend to be very forgiving when you abuse a privilege.

Don’t be late. This is a business class. We try to do things the way they’re done in the business world. In the real world, on the job, if you’re consistently late, you get fired. Here, if you’re late, you get detentions. To start with.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

This is a Business class; you'll need to be prepared to work. Every day. Bring paper and pen/pencil every day. If you're not prepared, points will be deducted from your overall business grade, which will, over the whole nine weeks, equal an entire test. There are also other ways to lose points from that grade, with no notice given. You start out with a hundred participation points, and it's up to you to follow the rules to keep as many of those points as possible.
Classroom participation — I expect you to ask questions and give me input regarding the work. I’m willing to explain and take as much time you need to learn a skill, etc. ---- unless it’s because you weren’t listening. 

Keeping up with the work and doing the tasks, paying attention, being on time, participating in class projects, etc. will ensure that you keep the A for classroom participation. Obviously, excessive lateness and unexcused absences can also jeopardize your grade. 

You’re expected to pay attention to let me do my job. Your overall business attitude grade will be

good as long as you’re cooperative and do the work as assigned.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

This may be an elective, but we're not here to play, we do not surf, chat, e-mail, or send/receive instant messages. You will be told when you may surf, otherwise not. Violations -- monitors will be turned off and you will not be allowed to use the computer the rest of the day. Repeated infractions -- detention (with call home) or worse.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

When you find the monitor turned off at the beginning of class, leave it that way. Always ask before turning on a monitor, or wait until you’re told it’s OK to use the machines.
At the end of class, every day, restart machines and push chairs under desks. Leave the lab the way you found it today (except for chairs and numbers).

If there’s a problem with your machine, you should report it to me immediately. You don’t want to be blamed for causing the problem. (Vandalism.)

Restarting means losing all your work, permanently, so make sure you have a way to save your work at least once a day. Floppy disks will be available for emergencies, but you are urged to bring your own (format a CD-RW -- takes lots of time) and/or get USB keys and/or FTP to the server. We may start requiring students to get a USB key. They’re cheap and simple to use.
I cannot help you get your data back if the machine is restarted. No one can. It’s gone forever.
Using the server space to store files, like MP3s, or other files that are not related to the class work, will result in loss of privileges to use the server, and possibly all computer usage, along with other disciplinary action. It starts with a referral (not just a detention), and goes from there. Multiple Saturday schools. It happened last year. This means a serious impairment in your ability to pass the class, since using the server is a requirement. If we do e-mail in this class, abusing your e-mail privileges will have the same results.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

During tests, "no talking" means exactly that. Talk, and you get a zero. I've done it before, and I'll do it again. Even if you're done with the test, even if your neighbor is done with the test, as long as anyone is still taking it, the test is still in progress. No talking.
Machines are close together -- this will require extra discipline on your part to not look at neighbor's monitor during tests, but this is unavoidable. Same policy -- if I see you looking at a neighbor's monitor during a test -- zero.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Liberal bathroom policy, not much homework will be given -- in return, do the work in class and don't play. No video games at all, online or offline, PC or handheld. If I catch you playing video games, I’ll turn off the monitor and you’ll have to spend the rest of the day working on your code on paper. And that’s for the first offense.
Don’t read or write notes to your boyfriend or girlfriend. I’ll take them away and/or tear them up. Don’t do homework for other classes in here. I’ll take it away and/or tear it up.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

No cell phones, no stereos, no headphones. No electronic devices of any kind, except USB keys or similar devices.  If you have an MP3 player that also works for storing data, like your files, take extra care to make sure that I can’t confuse your use of that with using it to listen to music.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

No personal grooming -- no compacts, no lipstick, no combs.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Ask before printing.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Reading time – starting tomorrow – every week -- total of reading assignments, over the nine weeks, will count as much as a test. If you're absent, you're not penalized, since there's no way to make up the reading time. You’ll just be graded on what you did do.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Students are not allowed to use cell phones.

Defense: "It's not mine!"

Students are not allowed to use compacts.

Defense: "That cost $40!"

When asked why she wanted to drop, student answered,

"He makes us work!"

When asked why he was failing, student explained that

"The work started out easy enough to understand, but then it got harder."

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Talking -- socializing -- when the late bell rings, be in your seat. Tardy, unexcused -- detention.
Do not sleep in class. Do not look like you’re sleeping in class.
Do not play with cards, flashlights, rubber balls, or any other toys in class.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

"When does class end?" "When is lunch over?" See schedules on bulletin boards, copy down the times. Memorize them.
when does class end and start? See schedules.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I will not discuss your grades during class, when other students are around. See me before school, after class, or after school, or make an appointment for a mutually convenient time. I have first period planning and I’m almost always here after school.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Hands to yourself -- no using another person's computer. Something important happens when each student uses his/her own computer -- it's called learning by doing. When you do it for someone else, that person doesn't learn as completely.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Stay in these seats for now. We'll change and reassign seats as needed, later.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Fire hazard -- do not crowd the doorway when it's nearly time for the bell.
Try hard, every day, to work up until about three minutes before the bell. You shouldn’t need much more time than that to upload the day’s files (maybe five minutes, later on) and then restart the machine. Do not stop working at ten minutes before the bell.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Do not adjust monitors' controls or other hardware without asking first.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Two days to make up anything missing, including tests. If you don't ask me when you come back from being absent, you'll miss the assignment and you'll get a zero. It is YOUR responsibility to find out what work needs to be made up, as spelled out in the Code of Conduct.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I actually expect you to read the rules and follow them. "I never read those, and neither do my parents. We just sign them without reading them." Too bad. You may not have a choice about whether you sign, but you can't claim you didn't read it. You signed it -- in the real world, that means you read it.
Hall passes in general, and restroom visits in particular

You may not leave class at any time without permission.

You must always ask permission before going to the restroom. Only one student can go at a time. Not during the first or last ten minutes of class.

Doors will be kept locked. If you’re late getting to class for any reason, you need a pass or other excuse. If you have no pass or excuse, you’re late/unexcused — detention. Always ask before opening doors for visitors or classmates. Exception — I will expect if you’re sitting in the seat closest to the door that you’ll open it for classmates returning from the restroom.
Doors – knock when trying to get back in

Back door – sign says “Please Use Other Door” (invite students to look at sign, later, show copy of sign) -- this can be ignored when returning from bathroom, but no other time.
Lunchtime policy. When I’m here, the classroom is open. When I’m not, the classroom is locked. You can leave your belongings here during lunch, and they’ll be safe, but you may not have access to them for a while, if I’m out. You can come back into class during lunch and surf (but no video games), if you want and if I’m here.
No one will ever be counted late because I’m late getting to class. It’s happened exactly once.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Web 1
This is a basic class, meant for beginners. We won’t be doing things like JavaScript, or frames, or style sheets. If you already know how to do these things, or if you’re already experienced with hand-coding HTML, you may want to join the Web Design 2 class — 4th period, D lunch.

If you quickly find that the material is too difficult or not what you want to do, and if you're going to switch out anyway, doing so sooner rather than later is to your benefit — you won't be as far behind in the new class.

Hand coding. Why? Know what makes web pages work. Be able to edit and fix pages regardless of what software is available. Not be dependent on a particular program, like DreamWeaver. Be able to create and maintain web pages no matter what program is in use. Consultation with other web design teachers around the county – they all use NotePad. Even teachers from other areas – students having moved into Broward – report that the fancy HTML editor they used in their Web Design class was . . . . NotePad.
Here’s a sample or two of the kind of site you’ll be able to create by the end of this class. [Show Rodriguez, Bell, and Ruff sites.] Some of these people had had no exposure at all to building web pages.

Also, you’ll be able to analyze code [show Yahoo home page source].
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Web 2
Good news – it’s almost impossible to make a bad grade in this class. Why? Because if you’re not doing the work, we’ll just take you out and put you in another class.

Need to have the right attitude. The right attitude in Web 1 is “This is interesting. Let’s see what we can learn.” The right attitude in Web 2 is “I’m the best and I’m going to prove it.”

We're going to start with the code. We’ll review basic HTML for a few days, since some of you didn’t have me for Web 1, or took it a long time ago. If you have no experience with hand-coding HTML, or if you're rusty, I’ll give you information on sites with tutorials on how to write it. But we're not going to cover every detail of basic HTML. Also, if you don't know basic HTML coding, you may not be able to keep up with the first nine weeks of this class — everything will be done by hand.
If you want to use DreamWeaver to edit your code, that’s fine. Some people do. But you still need to be able to edit code in NotePad – for the mid-term, WYSIWYG editors will not be allowed.

story of two seniors, who thought they were going to graduate, who just didn’t do the work and couldn’t follow the rules. They did not graduate.

recognize Web 3 students (“veterans”) in Web 2, ask them to help, mention strengths.
