Fall 2006 — Parent Contact Log
9/7/2006
approx. 3:00 pm
Notice in mailbox to call mother of Kaitlin Harrington – Mrs. Miller. Likely about daughter not having filled out emergency contact info – for me or for the school.

During class today, Kaitlin refused to do the work requested, put on her iPod, refused to surrender the iPod. I had Larry come and remove her and keep the iPod or decide how to handle it.

Tried to call mother at 3:00 pm. No answer after many rings. Message saying “wireless customer you are trying to reach is not available” – no opportunity to leave message. Will try again later.
Called again at approx. 3:25. Mother answers, Mother is sergeant with Miami-Dade school police, understands the behavioral issues, says Kaitlin was a very good student all the way through 8th grade, and last year (9th grade) brought home two Ds and two Fs. Mother has talked with daughter before, and will not tolerate this kind of behavior. Mother agrees conference would be a good idea, wants all of daughter’s teachers involved, plus guidance counselor, AP, anyone and everyone. Mother wants to meet tomorrow – I asked her to call guidance (gave number to reach Pat Sumner) to set up appointment, told her it would likely not happen as early as she might want. She understands, asked me to hold the daughter’s iPod and not return it to her. I had already given it to security, but if I get it back, I’ll keep it for now.

Waiting to get appointment for conference from guidance.

Spoke to Larry at about 3:40 pm. He will hold onto iPod and return it only when Chuck Grahm has decided proper course of action.

Conference set for 9/13/2006, at mother’s request.

====================================================

Interim reports went out last Friday, and . . . . 
9/18/2006

9:35 am

Called mother of Daniel Kudratt – 954-647-7843, explained that penalizing Daniel for not taking the test the first week (when he wasn’t in the class) was a mistake, apologized, reassured her that as long as he does take the test, everything should be fine. Based on his other work in the class, he should probably have an A. Mother seems satisfied – Daniel will come early one morning to take the one missing test.
9/18/2006

9:41 am

Called parents of Lindsay Morales – 954-680-9289 (mother, Christine, home – 954-649-4082, cell) or 786-295-6274 (father, cell, long distance) -- about attitude problem.

grade ok – attitude is combative and outspoken

daughter has problem with SURF time
mother says daughter is very outspoken at home

mother has had to take away privileges from daughter, including driving, at home – daughter does not back down from arguments

mother agrees daughter will have to learn the hard way – but agrees daughter is a handful, some behavior issues at home – daughter is verbally combative at home
mother is supportive of my position – daughter needs to be less confrontational

where we’re leaving this for now is that I just wanted the parents to be aware of the situation. No need for further action yet.

9/22/2006
3:33 pm

Trying to reach father of Krystal Franklin, per note from guidance counselor ---- “I just spoke with Krystal Franklin's father and he had a concern that he wanted to discuss. I think there is some confusion about makeup work? Krystal had to come out of PE because of medical reasons and if you could give him a call to clear the confusion, he would greatly appreciate it. You can contact him at his cell 954-224-1435. M. Fernandez, Guidance”

Tried calling at 3:33. Reached father – told him all students must do the typing exercises, that coming late to class (student entered class two or three weeks late) did not excuse a student from having to do the exercises (confirmed by dept. chair and AP) – explained how many exercises there were, how long it took to do them, where and when they could be done, deadline for completion, etc. He has no problems with this.

We also discussed medical issues – daughter has had surgery for scoliosis, perhaps she cannot sit up at keyboard like other students. Perhaps she can’t type like everyone else. But she shows no evidence in class of not being able to sit up straight – she just doesn’t want to. I have asked her in the past to supply a note from a doctor to excuse her from having to type with all ten fingers (she types with only two fingers, with the keyboard in her lap) -- she never did. Told father I would accept note from parent, and that there were options, such as placing her at a flat desk, rather than a sloping surface, or (if necessary) allowing her to type with keyboard in lap but using all ten fingers – the very skills being developed in the typing exercises. Told father I would only accept two-finger-typing with keyboard in lap if it was really necessary. He will look into this, ask daughter, and try to determine just how disabled she is, if at all, in this respect.

Father is “on our side,” acknowledges that daughter doesn’t want to do any academic work, thinks that life and school are unfair, etc., but she wants to go to college. I reminded father that college involves a great deal of typing / word processing, for him to pass on to daughter. He agrees that she is often resentful of having to do work.

Father will send me e-mail or leave voice mail with news, when there is any.

